
"Impunity"
A report prepared by the legal aid unit for supporting torture victims

Covering the period from 1st of Dec. 2012, until 10th of Feb. 2013

Prepared byPrepared byPrepared byPrepared by
Abdulhamid Salem

Head of the Legal Unit

Abdulhamid Salem

Head of the Legal Unit

Abdulhamid Salem

Head of the Legal Unit

Abdulhamid Salem

Head of the Legal Unit
Walaa Ibrahim Ahmed HosniAhmed Hosni Yasmine Hossam
Attorney-at-law Attorney-at-lawAttorney-at-law Attorney-at-law

Translated ByTranslated ByTranslated ByTranslated By
Hend KhattabHend KhattabHend KhattabHend Khattab

With the support ofWith the support ofWith the support ofWith the support of

United Group – Attorneys at Law, Legal Advisors and Human Rights Advocates
26a Sherif St., Emobillia Bldg. – North Wing, 2nd floor Apt. 239, Cairo 11511, Egypt

Telephone: (+2 02) 23926907 – 23961732 -23961726

 Fax:  (+2 02) 23952304  

         www.ug-law.com     info@ug-law.com

http://www.ug-law.com
http://www.ug-law.com
mailto:info@ug-law.com
mailto:info@ug-law.com


Introduction:

This report  comes in the framework of the Project "Frosting Rights and Empowering Egyptians – 
FREE" implemented by United Group in cooperation with Bar Associations in targeted 
governorates and with the support  of Finland Embassy in Cairo and the Swedish International 
Development Cooperation Agency (Sida), the project aims to provide legal support  for victims of 
torture and cruelty through follow up torture cases and file complaints on such violations by a 
group of trained lawyers. The project also aims to raise awareness on the right to physical 
integrity, enable local NGOs to publish information about torture cases, in addition to raise the 
judges and members of public prosecution awareness on Human Rights principles and related 
laws to insure a fair and effective treatment for this kind of cases. 

The project  started in September 2012 with training 183 lawyers in 14 governorates on the 
methods to provide legal support  for torture victims, and 83 lawyers were trained intensively on 
mechanisms to defend victims of torture and cruelty. 70 NGOs were trained on how to raise 
awareness and organize campaigns against torture crimes; these NGOs will organize and hold 
1,250 meetings in targeted governorates to raise awareness on torture crimes. 

Through this short  period of time, 13 legal aid units were established to support torture victims in 
13 governorates (Qalybia – Behira – Gharbia – Alexandria – Dakahlia – Port  Saied – Fayoum – 
BeniSuef – Menia – Sohag – Luxor – Aswan – Matrouh) These units perform the following tasks: 

1. Receive and file complaints and take all the legal procedures to defend victims of cruelty 
and torture free of charge, the units' members receive complaints through meetings, 
emails and calls on the hotline (01110044600) 24/7. 

2. Attend investigations and court hearings with the victims, file civil lawsuits for victims to 
partially compensate them for the damage they sustained and submit legal 
memorandums. 

3. Raise citizens' awareness on torture crimes and how to take legal procedures if they were 
exposed to any violation through organizing awareness meetings in the targeted 
governorates in cooperation with 50 NGOs and CSOs. 

4. Provide legal consultations to victims of torture and cruelty. 
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Methodology of the report: 

This is the first report  issued by the legal aid unit, and it covers the period from December 2012 
until February 2013, it contains all the complaints received by the unit, and what the unit  detected 
from different  media means. The report provides quantitative and qualitative analysis for the 
complaints received by legal aid unit and analysis for the crime itself and the geographic scope 
for such crimes. The report also briefly mentions the reasons for escaping of the torture and 

cruelty crimes offenders from punishment. 
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Chapter one

Torture crimes based on citizens’ complaints 

1. Number of complaints and type of the crimes:

The legal aid unit  received 73 complaints from 16 different governorates since it started 
working on December 2012, in these complaints almost 127 persons suffered from 
different  types of violations such as (torture, cruelty, being arrested and detained without 
justification and even being killed by live bullets). The majority of the complaints were 
received from Cairo governorate with total 25 complaints, but the majority of victims 
were from Port Saied governorate with total 43 victims, Giza and Alexandria 
governorates come in the second place with total 8 victims, Ismailia and Minya 
governorates come in third place with total 5 victims, then Behira with total 4 victims of 
torture and cruelty. 

Governorate Number of cases
Cairo 25
Giza 8
Qalubia 2
Fayoum 2
Beni Suef 1
Minya 5
Qena 2
Assyout 1
Aswan 2
Gharbia 3
Sharkia 1
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South Sinai 1
Behira 4
Port Saied 1
Suez 1
Ismailia 1
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Complaints' distribution and Geographic scope

The number of the victims increased in the Suez Canal cities following the violence which three 
cities witnessed with the second anniversary of the 25th of Jan. revolution, and after issuing a 
verdict in the case known as “Port Saied Massacre” to request the Mufti’s opinion on executing 
some of the defendants, the violent incidents after this verdict resulted in the death of 53 persons 
and the injury of almost 2028 persons, the primary reports stated that most  of the victims were 
shot, and that the police forces used cartouche shots and most of the injuries were in the head, 
neck and chest areas. 

The legal aid unit formed a legal committee to support the families of the victims in these 
governorates, and until the issuing of the report the final forensic reports have not been issued yet. 

As for the type of the crimes stated in the complaints received by the legal aid unit, it  varies from 
killing, neglection or all means of torture such as suspension, electric shocking, burning, dragged, 
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beatings, insulting and sexual assault, in addition to arrest and detention without  reasons and in 
non suitable places. 

The following table shows types of violations committed by security forces, please note that one 
case may contain different types of violation, and one complaint may contain many victims

S. Crime N u m b e r 
of cases

1. Killing 63
2. Beating, insulting and injuries 28
3. Arresting and detention without reasons 6
4. Electric shocking 2
5. Whipping 1
6. Sexual assault 29
7. Head shaving 4
8. Dragging 4
9. Torture 29
10. Detention in non suitable places 28
11. Destruction of property 2
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Types of violations 

Murder 
Beating, insulting and injuries
Arrest and detention without reasons
Electric Shocking
Whipping
Sexual assult
Head shaving
Dragging
Torture in front of policemen
Detention in illegal places 
Destruction of property

All the above mentioned proves that  security forces are using all means of repression to return to 
regain the same power they had before Jan. 25, the police forces used live bullets during the 
recent  uprising and that  result  in the death of 53 citizens and the injury of 2000 persons, around 
10 citizens filed complaints stating that  members of their families were killed in police stations 
and prisons by gun shots, medical neglection or run over them by police cars, around 92 persons 
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were sexually assaulted in prisons or even in the streets. This behavior proves the desire of 
policemen to humiliate these victims and there is no doubt  that  the policemen committing such 
crimes are suffering from psychological problems. 

Most  of the complains were about crimes of beating with bare hands or sticks, whipping and 
causing deformities to the victims, 28 complaints of such crimes were received by the legal aid 
unit.

During the uprising, policemen were arresting protesters and detaining them in Central Security 
camps which is considered as a violation of the law, the legal aid unit detected 28 cases that  were 
detained in Central Security camps after being arrested and before going to the Public 
Prosecution, these cases were in Cairo and Behira governorates, after receiving those complaints, 
the legal aid unit filed reports and official complaint  to General Attorney. As for the crimes of 
arrest and detention without reasons, the legal aid unit  received only 6 complaints regarding those 
crimes. 

The Security Forces participated in torture crimes committed by citizens, 29 citizens were 
tortured in front of Ettehadeya Palace by Morsi’s supporters and the Security Forces didn’t 
interfere, but some of the policemen were helping Morsi’s supporters in torturing protesters, it  is 
worth mentioning that  the Public Prosecution is still investigating this incident and didn’t  issue a 
decision yet. 

2. Cases of violation of the right to physical integrity according to legal aid unit’s files:

This  part of the  report shows cases of violation of the  right to physical integrity 
according to the  legal aid unit’s files, and the  unit will issue a full report by the end 
of April 2013:

2-1. Cases of murder:

• Canal cities events on 25, 26, 27 and 28 January 2013:

Suez Canal cities witnessed -during the period from 25 until 28 of Jan., 2013- the death of about 
56 people, including 3 policemen and the injury of 2018 citizen. Most of the murder cases are 
from Port Said Governorate about  43 were killed after protests accompanied issuing the verdict 
on the case known as “Port  Said massacre case” and referral the files of about 21 defendants to 
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Mufti to issue a decision on the judgment  of executing them1, hospitals received many victims 
who were injured in the events, and these hospitals indicated that most of the victims died from 
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1 On Saturday, January 26, 2013 the police forces fired live bullets and cartridge on the people of Port Users 
in the area of Port Said prison and Mohamed Ali Street from the top of the prison and top of buildings, and 
used snipers to target fatal areas in their bodies, the police forces used excessive power in the area 
surrounding Al-Arabs Police Station, one of the largest neighborhoods in Port Saied and a highly populated 
area, police forces shot live bullets from armored vehicles toward civilians directly and randomly, and 
armored vehicles started chasing citizens in the streets with continuous firing, the first day ended with the 
death of 31 citizen due to fatal injuries resulted from direct shooting in fetal areas such as "head, neck, 
chest", and the injury of more than 322 citizen. On January 27, 2013 police forces attacked common funeral 
of 22 civilians who died in the events on Saturday 26 of Jan., police forces used tear gas, bullets and 
cartouche without any justification or warning, which led to the death of many civilians due to suffocation 
and lethal injuries and the rest of the citizens had to run and hide in the buildings’ entrances nearby. These 
events have resulted in the death of seven people who were shot by live bullets in fatal areas and injuring 
more than 630 people. On the third day January 28, 2013 police forces attacked citizens in Maryum 
Mosque area, who were waiting for the funeral of the people died the day before, the police used tear gas 
and bullets without any reasons, and clashes continued between policemen and citizens in the area of Al-
Arab police station throughout the day, police forces was firing live bullets to face stones that the angry 
civilians were thronging at them, and police forces continued to fire live bullets over the three days.
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live bullets and cartouche2. While Suez governorate has witnessed the death of 9 citizens3 as well 
as the injury of about  29 citizens4  , the events started the on January 25, 2013 when the first 
demonstrator was killed in clashes between security forces and demonstrators in front of the 
governorate building, after that  one of the policemen was killed which ignited the situation and 
raise the anger of the soldiers, they started using live bullets and cartridge aiming at  the 
demonstrators, they also broke and destroyed some shops and stores including “Fishawi” Café, 
“Number One” Salon, “Abdul Hamid Faraj Contracting Office”, “Aqua Trade” store, “New 
Syria” Café, “Al-Ashgar” Cafeteria, “Om Kalthoum” Café and “El-Pasha” Dry Clean.
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2 For example, the cases which Ismailia University Hospital received:
1. Amr Mohammed Abdel Kerim, 32 years old, he was injured on Sat. 26th of Jan., he was shot in the 

right arm.
2. Ahmed Mohammed Abdel Gawad, 43 years old, shot in the abdomen.
3. Waleed Fouad El-Morsi, 38 years old, shot in the chest and lower back.
4. Mohammed Hosni, 30 years old, fracture in the right femur.
5. Mohammed Farouk Ahmed, 24 years old, shot on the chest.
6. Medhat Kassem, 21 years old, shot in the left thigh.
7. Saaed Hosni Mustafa, 28 years old, shot in the chest.
8. Mohammed Ahmed El-Saeid, 30 years old, shot in the chest.
9. Mohammed Kamel Ahmed, 19 years old, shot in the abdomen.
10. Yasser Hassan, 21 years old, shot in the neck.
11. Salah Mohammed Abdel Azzem, 40 years old, shot in the chest.

Cases from Port Saied:
12. El-Said Tareq Abdel Wahab, 24 years old, shot in the right thigh.
13. Mustafa Mahmoud Amen, 17 years old, injury in the left hand.

3 Names of the citizens killed in Suez:
Ali Soliman Hegab (19), Waleed Soliman (30), Mustafa Eid Soliman (15), Hussein Mahmoud Okasha (30),  
Mohammed Ghareb (36), Mahmoud Nabil Mohammed (27), Hussein Ibrahim (27), Mahmoud Ashor, 
Maged Mohammed Abdel Samad.

4 Citizens who were injured, for example:
1. Amgad Farouk, 21 years old, he was shot in the abdomen near “New Syria” Café, and the doctor 

removed a part of hid small intestine. 
2. Ahmed Sharaf, 18 years old, he was shot in the chest near Mobinile Shop, during the anniversary 

of 25th of Jan. revolution, he suffered from internal hemorrhage and still under treatment. 
3. Fathi Hassan Abdel Azziz, 28 years old, he was shot with 3 bullets in his testicles while sitting in 

Khedr Square selling bread. 
Note: all the above mentioned cases were shot near to the governorate building.

4. Basem Ghazy El-Shahat, 28 years old, he was shot in the right arm and a gas bomb hit him in the 
left arm, in front of Suez police station, he suffered from right arm fracture, and disability 5%,  
and now he will not be able to work as he was a construction worker.
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Perhaps Ismailia was least affected by the events , only one citizen was killed “Nasr Mohammed 
Yamani” in the clashes between security forces and citizens at  Al-Mamar Square, the victim died 
of a gunshot wound, also about  18 citizens were injured over the three days of clashes, mostly by  
cartridges and live bullets shots5. 

The Legal Unit formed a committee of lawyers in Port  Said and Ismailia governorates to take 
legal action and provide legal support  to the families of the victims, and the committee is now 
following up the issuance of the final medical reports of the victims.

• Complaint No. 378/2013 in front of the General Attorney (Mohammed Al-Guindy): 

Mohammed Nabil Abdel Aziz Al-Guindy was one of the peaceful demonstrators in Tahrir Square, 
then he disappeared and his family and some friends reported his disappearance and accused 
policemen of kidnapping him, the legal aid unit  filed a complaint  to the General Attorney 
regarding this incident, before he was found by some of his friends in “Al-Saleib Al-Ahmar” 
hospital in a coma, he suffered from a number of fractures in the ribs and a number of bruises, he 
died shortly after he was found, and until now the final forensic report has not been issued yet.
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5 Names of the injured on 25 and 26 of Jan. 2013:
1. Ahmed Adel Mohmamed, 20 years old, shot in the left thigh.
2. Ahmed Adel Abdo, 24 years old, cartilage shot.
3. Ragab Shaban Abdel Moteleb, 22 years old, cartilage shot.
4. Kareem Nafady Wadee, 21 years old, cartilage shot.
5. Hassan Mohammed Hassan, 23 years old, cartilage shot.
6. Mohammed Zakaria Ahmed, 25 years old, cartilage shot.
7. Amr Salah Mohammed, 27 years old, cartilage shot.
8. Yhyia Zakaria Ahmed, 20 years old, cartilage shot.
9. Islam Azmy Azazy, 24 years old, cartilage shot.
10. Khaked Hossni El-Said, 16 years old, cartilage shot.
11. Youssef Mustafa Youssef, 24 years old, cartilage shot.

Names of the injured in 27th of Jan. 2013:
1. Ahmed Mohammed, 17 years old, cartilage shot.
2. El-Said Taha Zakaria, 31 years old, cartilage shot.
3. Ramadan Gharib Gad, 19 years old, cartilage shot.
4. Dawood Mustafa Mohammed, 19 years old, cartilage shot.
5. Ahmed Abdel Aziz Hassan, policeman, 28 years old, cartilage shot.
6. Mahmoud Hafez Monuir, policeman, 30 years old, cartilage shot.
7. Anwar Mohammed Amen, policeman, 24 years old, cartilage shot.
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• Case No. 16485/2012, Giza section (Saad Said):

On 21st of Nov. 2012 a fight occurred in “Al-Ezba Al-Kadema” area, during this fight the victim 
was arrested along with many other citizens who were arrested randomly, during the arrest of the 
victim he was tortured and severely beaten and dragged, he was held in the police station and then 
referred to the Public Prosecution, which ordered the renewal of his detention for 4 days to 
continue the investigations and ordered the recall of a doctor to his detention place, but  he wasn’t 
seen by any doctor and didn’t  receive any medical treatment, on the third day after being arrested, 
he died in the prison.

• Complaint (3) the second section, Aswan (Osman Mohamed Gamee):

On the 2nd of Jan. 2013 the victim was killed due to several injuries happened as a result of a car 
crash as the police car which was deporting him crashed and police neglected his treatment, the 
victim was accused of committing the crime of digging and searching for gold in a restricted 
military area for 15 days (case no. 133 military) and during his deportation the car driven by one 
soldiers overturned in the desert, the victim suffered from multiple fractures and wounds, he was 
taken to Aswan military hospital, after several days he was dismissed from the hospital after 
issuing a report stated that his condition is stable and he may be imprisoned police station, the 
policemen refused his return to hospital for treatment, he died in the police station, and a 
complaint on the accident was filed.

• Complaint No. 366/2013 Administrative  Department Warraq (Sameh Ahmed 
Farag):

On 15th of Jun. 2013 at 8:00am the victim Sameh went to Warraq police station to inquire about 
the reasons for the detention of his friend Hassan Hamdi Abdel-Hamid, a few hours later Sameh’s 
family found out  that his mobile phone was switched off until 3:30pm, and after that some 
policemen and detectives went to the house of the victim and told his family that he died in a car 
accident, his family went  to Imbaba police station to make sure the accident  really happened, but 
in the police station they told the family that  there is no one was in the accident by that  name and 
that they might  found him in Warraq police station, the family of the victim went  to Warraq police 
station and found a large crowd of security forces, they told the family that Sameh is in Imbaba 
General Hospital, the family did find Sameh in Imbaba Hospital but they also found marks on his 
hands and feet which indicates that  he was tied up, and swelling abrasions on his neck, which 
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shows that he was tortured, the legal aid unit  is now following the investigation conducted by 
Public Prosecution and the issuing of the final report of the autopsy.

2-2. Sexual assault cases:

• Complaint no. 377/2013 in front of General Attorney:

The legal aid unit  filed a complaint  to the General Attorney General on the incident  of hitting and 
dragged citizen “Hamada Saber” which was broadcasted by many TV channels, complaint was 
transferred to the investigating Judge, this incident happened on 1st of Feb. 2013, during the 
clashes in front  of Ettihadya Palace, the Ministry of Interior forces hit Hamada, dragged him on 
the ground and stripped of his clothes.

• Complaint No. 455/2013 to General Attorney: 

On February 5, 2013, “Tahrir” newspaper published an issued on front-page under the title 
"Morsi’s Police Crimes" the newspaper revealed crimes of torture and rape of 27 citizen in Red 
Mountain prison after being arrested on last January 28, and there was a doctor inside Al Salam 
prison supervising torture just to stop the offenders before they reach the stage of Death, 
Bassiouni one of the prisoners said “the policemen took off all our clothing in the police vehicle 
expect  the underwear, and police officer told the newspaper reporter “ We are all here belong to 
the Muslim Brotherhood” the newspaper on the same day presented in two full pages (page 4 and 
5) a number of attacks of the police forces on some citizens, the press release included 
testimonies and photographs of a number of victims of torture and detention in security forces 
camps of Al-Salam and the Red Mountain areas and others, the legal unit  filed a complaint to the 
General Attorney to investigate this press release and the crimes mentioned in it.

• Complaints of the prisoners in Wadi Natrun Prison:

 The legal unit received a complaint from the mother of one of the prisoners “Tariq Saeed Abdul 
Ghaffar” stating that on 19th of Oct. 2012 she received information from her son stating that he 
was tortured in Wadi Natrun prison, he was raped, electrically shocked, tied up, beaten and 
insulted, he said that  the policemen tear his clothes, dragged him to the prison yard and ordered 
him defecate in front of the prisoners, his mother sent  many telegrams to the Minister of Interior 
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and the prisoners entity, and legal Unit  filed a complaint to the Ministry of Interior and it’s being 
followed up.

• Case  No. 85/2013 petitions Eastern General Attorney, Alexandria Prosecutions, the 
case is listed under the number 83/2013:

The legal unit  received complaint  from the prisoner (Mohammad Hassan Mustafa) imprisoned in 
Al- Hadra prison on the case No. 39619/2012 Al-Dekheila (robbery), and stated that he was 
beaten him, sexually assaulted and that  the policemen ordered him to defecatein front of the 
prisoners, as well as threatened him to be separated from his younger brother “Ahmed Hassan 
Mustafa” who is imprisoned in the same case, and after filing the complaint, public prosecutor 
heard the victim’s testimony and saw the injuries, and until now the Prosecution is still 
investigating the incident.

2-3. Cases of torture and the use of cruelty within police stations and detention places:

• Complaint no. 4723/2012 in front of General  Attorney (Mohammed Saeed 
Mahmoud):

Victim Mohammed Saeed Mahmoud was assaulted by a police officer and a number of soldiers, 
he was beaten inside Mokattam police station, he was verbally abused and kicked in his abdomen 
on the evening of Sunday, December 25, 2012 after he return from a court  hearing, the victim 
stated in his complaint  that  the Sheriff and another group of officers assaulted him brutally with 
sticks, electric shocks, and they cursed, then the victim was transferred to Al-Khalifa police 
station after the spread of a video that  reveals the incident, also a number of detainees beat him, 
the victim said that  the reason why he was tortured is because he threatened a police officer that 
he is going to file a case against  him after his brother “Ahmed” was tortured in the same police 
station, the legal aid unit filed a complaint to the General Attorney.

• Complaint no. 336/2013 in front of General Attorney (Abadeia Prison):

12 of the demonstrators arrested in the no. 742/2013 Damanhour and imprisoned in Abadeia 
prison were tortured; the prison’s officers shaved their hair, and beat them on their feet  as a 
punishment for demonstrating. Earlier the Public Prosecution issued an order to arrest 
“Mohammed Mahmoud Aoun Abdul Ghani” born in 1979, “Islam Ahmed Hassan” 16 years old, 
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“Mohamed Mahmoud Mohamed” born in 1986, “Mohammed Farooq Abdullah” born in 1985, 
“Mohamed Nabil Anwar” born in 1980, “Mohamed Mokhtar Husseini Dowidar” born in 1997, 
“Walid Ibrahim Abdul Majid Ali Saleh” born in 1982, “Ahmed Mahmoud Hanafi Abdul Latif” 
born in 1991, “Ibrahim Eid Ibrahim” 17 years old, “Osama Saeed Kahla” born in 1997, “Naji 
Qassim Mohammed” 25 years old, and “Wael Mahrous Mohammed Eid” born in 1982.
After they were accused of carrying weapons, disrupt traffic, occupation of a governmental 
building, assaulting a public officer and injuring some soldiers during their attack on Damanhor 
police station on 27th of January 2013.
The Legal Unit  informed the public prosecution with the incident  and some of the victims’ 
statements were taken, and the case is still under investigation.

• Case no. 594/2012 (Ibrahim Ahmed Mohammed):

Ibrahim was arrested in front  of his own shop beside Gomrok police station by the officer (S.S) 
investigation officer, at the police station the police officer asked the victim for information about 
a fugitives and when the victim told him that  he doesn’t know, the officer beat him with his shoes 
in the face, then he hung the victim up from his arms, and the victim was detained for more than 
10 hours without  reasons. After that the officer gave the victim 200 pounds and asked him to treat 
his wounds, the victim approved so he can go out. The legal Unit  filed a complaint  no. 594/2012 
in which the officer was accused of using cruelty, a medical report was issued and the legal unit 
requested from the Public Prosecution to send the victim to the forensic department  and nothing 
happened so far, until now the officer is still threatening the victim.

• Alexandria’s events, cases no. 1999/2013 Attarin, 2006/2013 Attarin, 1553/2013 
Manshia:

Demonstrators arrested on 21, 26, and 27 Jan. 2013 were beaten and abused by security forces 
during being arrested and detained, the number of defendants in those cases was about  74 
defendants, a representative of the Legal Unit attended all investigations conducted by the Public 
Prosecution, which ordered in three cases detention of all defendant  for four days, the strange 
thing was that the public prosecutor conducted investigations at  the Security Directorate of 
Alexandria although all the lawyers objected on this thing.

• Complaint no. 37901/2012 Nasr City:

On the 3rd of Oct. 2012 a conflict  occurred between Hani Mohammed Nabil and police officer (h. 
A), who is working in tourism’s police forces, the officer beat  the victim and insulted him in front 
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of his neighbors, he took the victim to Nasr City police station, and he was detained although he 
is a psychiatrist and a very respectful person, he was beaten and insulted by police officers in the 
police station then he went  to the Public Prosecution, which proved the assault incident  and the 
case is still under investigation.

• Complaint no. 3849/2012 Bab Al-Shaireia police station:

On 15th of Oct. 2012 a police officer (M.G) broke into the house of the victim “Yasser Hashem 
Khalil”, he beat  and dragged the victim in front of his neighbors in order to arrest  the victim’s 
brother Wael Hashem Khalil Abdul Rahman who is a fugitive escaped from implementation of a 
court  ruling, the victim was arrested and they took him to Bab Al-Shaireia police station, the 
police officer claimed that  the victim was and distributing heroin with his brother, which is not 
true, the victim interrogated as a defendant in a drug felony, and as a victim in the assault 
incident, the victim was referred to the forensic department.

• Complaint no. 12077/2012 administrative Matarya:

On Wednesday 18th of Sep. 2012 at  7:00pm in Matarya Square, the victim “Mohamed Saad Abdel 
Fattah” went  to talk with a traffic police officer to complain about  microbuses drivers because 
they were trying to take more money, the victim asked the officer who is responsible for 
determining the amount of money that they should take, but  the officer refused to answer, at the 
same time a police car was in the area, an officer called Tariq stepped out of the car and asked the 
traffic officer “what’s going on?” the traffic officer said “he is one of Tahrir Square guys” 
referring to the victim, immediately the officer started to insult the victim and slapped him on the 
face, then the other police officers searched the victim and took his money, then they took the 
victim to the police station and started beating him again until his relatives arrived and they 
managed to get him out after being detained for 6 hours without reasons. 

• Complaint no. 7659/2012 Waili:

The complaint  stated that  the victim “Fouad Mohammed Mahmoud” who works as a taxi driver 
while he was leaving his home at 11:45am, he found a police officer and 2 thugs who are well 
known in the area coming towards him, the thugs received an order from the police officer and 
started to beat the victim, the victim filed a complaint  stating the incident  and a medical report on 
his condition was issued, the legal unit  followed the case until the court  issued a verdict  against 
the offenders, the verdict  stated that the 3 offenders will be imprisoned for 6 months and they 
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have to pay 100 LE fine. Also the legal unit filed a complaint no. 12076/2012 in front of General 
Attorney, and the investigations are still running. 

• Case no. 2521/2012 Ismailia (Rami Mamdouh Ahmed Selim):

On 26th of July 2012, the police officer (M.M) working in Ismailia police station assaulted the 
victim Ramy Mamdouh and beat  him using his weapon and that was after a verbal fight between 
the victim and the police officer’s father, the police officer came with four soldiers and started 
beating the victim using their weapons, they dragged him to the police car them took him to 
Ismailia police station, the victim filed a complaint  no.2521/2012 stating the incident, the public 
prosecutor heard the victim’s statement of the victim and then transferred him to forensic 
department, the forensic report stated the victim suffered from hysterical symptoms which led to 
losing the ability to speak because he was exposed to traumatic shock, and the case is still under 
investigation.

• Complaint No. 365/2013 in front of General  Attorney (Hend Rizk Attia) college 
student:

The legal unit filed a complaint to the General Attorney stating the incident of the exposure of 
Hend Rizk to cruelty by central security forces, the incident happened on 27th of Jan. 2013 when 
the victim was at Tahrir Square to provide medical assistance and first aid to the injured 
demonstrators in the square, when the central security officer started beating the victim on her 
face and they beat  her with sticks, then they took the victim to Kasr El-Nile police station with 
officer (Mustafa Barakat), at the police station the officers claimed that she attacked police 
officers in the square. And the case is still under investigation. 

2-4. Arrest, search and detention without reasons in illegal places:

• Complaint no. 106/2013 Al-Salam police station:

On Friday 28th of Dec. 2012 at 5:30am, Nora Yahya and her family were surprised when some 
police officers broke into her home, they broke the apartment door, and destroyed the furniture, 
they assaulted her and her two brothers, then they took some golden jewelry, her brothers were 
taken to the Directorate Security of Cairo, Office for Drug Control and they were detained for 6 
hours without legal reasons, during this period the brothers were beaten, humiliated and insulted, 
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and the policemen kept threatening the victims that  they are going to accuse them with crimes 
they did not  commit. Then the victims were released from the headquarters of the Directorate 
without  any official investigation or accusations. The victim (Nora) called rescue police forces, 
they came saw the apartment and the damages, the victims then filed a complaint, and the legal 
aid unit filed a complaint  no. 3191 to the office of citizen complaints at Directorate security of 
Cairo.

• Complaint no. 23/2013 south of Minya prosecutions:

The victim Saied Abdul Hakim Hussein was detained by Investigation officers at Abu Qurqas 
police station for two days without  reasons and they beat him, the legal aid unit  filed a complaint 
to the General Attorney, South Minya Prosecution, and the complaint  was referred to Abu Qurqas 
Prosecution to be investigated, but the investigation officer still chasing the victim to force him to 
withdraw the complaint against him.

• Guard’s complaint, Dirout Police Station:

The legal unit received a complaint from a solider at Dirout police station stating that he was 
accused by stealing the station’s safe, he was detained for more than 24 hours, and the officer 
tortured, beat and kicked him, he was severely injured, before they discovered how was the real 
thief, and the legal aid unit is following the case.

• Complaint no. 12078/2012 in  front of General  Attorney (Mohamed El-Sayed 
Abdullah Hassan):

On Wednesday 19th of Sep. 2012, at about  3:00am, the victim was surprised when policemen 
broke into his home in Ezbet Abu Bakhit, Abu Sawyer Center in Ismailia, the policemen broke 
the door of his apartment, they searched the entire apartment then destroyed furniture and 
electrical equipment, and once the victim tried to ask the policemen why they entered his 
apartment, they started beating him, they insulted him and the officer (A.A) and his force took the 
victim to Abu Sawyer police station, he was detained without reasons until 10:00am the next day, 
then they let him go after threatening him that they will accuse him of crimes he did not  commit, 
after his release, the victim filed the complaint no. 1054/2012, and the legal aid unit  filed a 
complaint  to the General Attorney no. 12078/2012, the complaint  was referred to Ismailia 
prosecution under no. 5509 on 31/10/2012 and still under investigation.
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Chapter two

Offender impunity in cases of torture

After reviewing the above mentioned complaints and reports on torture crimes, and also the cases 
provided through media, we thought that  the government will arrest  the offenders, put them 
behind bars and accuse them of killing and torturing innocent civilians, but this didn’t  happen due 
to many reasons such as punitive legislations and its failure to identify elements of the crime of 
torture as these legislations only acknowledge torture crime if the victim was a defendant  and the 
offender was trying to force him/her to admit committing the crime, the law gives the policemen 
authority to use excessive power to face demonstrations and also the victim can’t file a case and 
go to court directly but he/she has to wait for the Public Prosecution to file a case.

But  there are more important  reasons that help the offenders’ impunity in cases of torture, If the 
law only recognize the crime of torture in the framework of taking confessions, but it considers 
the use of cruelty as a crime, but we have not seen any offenders accused of using cruelty, and 
although the law prohibits detention without  reasons or in illegal places, no offenders were 
accused by detaining citizens inside the camps Central Security, and although the law prohibits 
the crimes of sexual abuse, no one was punished in the indecent of sexually assaulting Hamada 
Saber in front of Etehadia Palace.

But why the  offenders always escape punishment?  The reality shows clear reasons for the 
impunity of the offender, including:

1. The way Public Prosecution is dealing with torture crimes:

The way the Public Prosecution is dealing with torture crimes is one of the reasons 
helping offenders to escape punishment, and this can be proved through the following: 

First: The Public Prosecution doesn’t take citizens’ complaints regarding torture crimes 
seriously; it  usually doesn’t investigate the incidents especially when the victim is a 
defendant in another case because they think that  the victim claims being torture to 
escape punishment in the other case, so the Public Prosecution doesn’t investigate the 
incident although it  has been reported, but  tries to prove that  the victim is laying, and then 

United Group – Attorneys at Law, Legal Advisors and Human Rights Advocates
26a Sherif St., Emobillia Bldg. – North Wing, 2nd floor Apt. 239, Cairo 11511, Egypt

Telephone: (+2 02) 23926907 – 23961732 -23961726

 Fax:  (+2 02) 23952304  

         www.ug-law.com     info@ug-law.com

http://www.ug-law.com
http://www.ug-law.com
mailto:info@ug-law.com
mailto:info@ug-law.com


refer the victim’s original case to court without even documenting and reporting the 
torture incident as a separate case, and that  led to waste the rights of the defendants who 
has been subjected to torture or cruelty during being arrested or detention. 

Second: Public Prosecutors don’t take the necessary procedures that should be taken in 
crimes of torture and cruelty, as the law gives the Public Prosecution the right  to seize the 
equipments used in the crime of torture, as well as hearing the testimonies of the detained 
citizens who witnessed the torture incident, it  also has the right to order a list with the 
names of the police officers who were present when the torture incident  happened, but the 
Public Prosecution does not take any of these procedures, but  also we can say that  the 
Public Prosecution deals with torture crimes in the same way it deals with issuing a check 
without  balance, as it  only takes the victim’s statement  and send him/her to forensic 
department which usually plays a role in the escape of the offenders from punishment  , 
this role will be mentioned in details later. 

Third:  Public Prosecution doesn’t play one of its most important roles to stop torture 
crimes, which is the supervision on the detention places, even when lawyers and the 
victim’s family files complaints stating that a crime has been committed that is either 
torture or detention without  reasons, in the case the Public Prosecution only calls the 
police officer and asks him to release the victim and also asks him if he committed such 
crime or not! And of course the police officer denies all the accusations. The poor 
response of the Public Prosecution to the complaints leads to death cases in detentions 
and prisons.

Forth: The Public Prosecution help in the escape of the offenders from punishment by 
working very slow on the investigations in cases that need the investigation to be 
conducted in a very rapid way, because evidences in crimes such as torture or cruelty 
such as beating which doesn’t cause permanent disability, and but  to this very slow 
actions the offenders can easily remove evidences or even deny their presence in the 
crime senses, especially because the Public Prosecution uses police officers to investigate 
torture crimes, so it’s literally investigating the crime by the offender who committed it! 
So, can we expect the offenders to be punished?! 

2. Forensic reports: 
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Forensic reports also help offenders to escape punishment, although they suppose to be 
evidences against them, and this is due to the following: 

First: the slow issuance of forensic reports and the weakness of capabilities of the 
forensic department, also the government did not respond to repeated requests of the 
forensic department to reform it  and provide it  with necessary equipments, for example, 
on September 4, 2012 Al-Ahram newspaper6  published a distress call from 
Pharmaceutical Laboratories Administration Department in the Forensic Medicine entity 
in Upper Egypt to the Minister of Justice requesting their support with modern 
equipments, in the request  they also mentioned that all the work is being done only by 
naked eye and they never had any equipment since the establishment of the department  in 
1965, and that they are working on very important cases related to toxins and drugs, they 
also said that the headquarters is very small and there no place for all the employees and 
the experts. In a recent statement  of the director of forensic department  in Egypt “Dr. 
Kmiel Georgi” on ONTV, he said that the forensic department  needs almost  10 million 
pounds to buy equipments and to raise capacity of its work, and the government only 
gave them 400,000 Pounds7. 

Second: Forensic Medicine Department  is a part of Ministry of Justice: After the 
revolution the Forensic doctors demanded to be independent from Ministry of Justice 
administratively and financially, there is no doubt  that  the independence of the Forensic 
Medical Department from the executive power might  gives it freedom, integrity and 
credibility in the reports it  publish, for example the case of Mohamed Al-Gindy and what 
accompanied it  made everyone question the integrity of the forensic reports, as the 
Ministry of Justice statements which stated that Mohammed died from a car accident 
came before issuing the forensic report which stated the same thing.

3. Media and community Follow-up on issues of torture:
It  is true that the media have highlighted several cases of torture and the use of cruelty 
and murder in some cases by security forces but follow those issues after its detection 
does not  rise to the level of the hype of the media accompanying the discovery of such 
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crimes, and this gives the impression that  we are all stand at detecting the torture incident 
and don’t wait for the offenders to be punished, the follow up of the media and the press 
on the torture cases is considered as a side of the culture of the society that does not  care 
about the punishment of the offenders.

4. The way the Ministry of Interior is dealing with the  officers who committed such 
crimes:
Although the Ministry of the Interior contains Human Rights Department of department 
for complaints against  the police officers but these complaints are still considered 
administrative, which means that if the investigations proved that the crime really 
happened, the Ministry punishes the officers administratively without  informing Public 
Prosecution about  the incidents, which are originally considered as criminal offense, and 
all investigations conducted by the Ministry of Interior with its officers are confidential 
and the complainants cannot even see the results to gain their rights, even by civil 
compensations if the acts didn’t  rise to a crime punishable by law. But we can say that the 
Interior Ministry encourages the use of cruelty towards citizens when they say that  a 
specific torture crime didn’t  happen although thousands of citizens saw of Egyptians via 
satellite8.

5. Culture  of Egyptian society sometimes allows torture  if committed against  a criminal 
or defendant, and does not  recognize the principles of justice that say “the defendant is 
innocent  until proven guilty” and that the defendant  has the right  to a fair trial, and 
policemen don’t have the right to punish, torture or use cruelty towards defendants. But 
we find sometimes in rural areas, citizens might taking revenge from some criminals by 
killing or torturing them, In our opinion we think that  citizens in these areas are very 
desperate of justice applications, but this also proves that the community sometimes 
allows there kind of actions.

In the end of this  report our recommendation is to avoid the reasons for impunity in the 
crimes of torture and cruelty, and the following are some practical solutions in our opinion:
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1. The Ministry of Justice should train General Attorney’s assistants in cooperation with 
CSOs on how to investigate torture crimes, and the immediate procedures that  should be 
taken to insure that  the offender will not escape punishment, and the Ministry should also 
train them on international agreements related to the right  to physical integrity and how to 
be used in torture and cruelty crimes. 

2. The general prosecution should conduct periodically inspections on detention places to 
make sure that  they are suitable and to make sure that all detained citizens are there for a 
reason and being treated properly. 

3. Train many lawyers on handling torture and cruelty cases and the legal procedures that 
should be taken if the Public Prosecution didn’t fulfill its responsibilities.

4. Establish a judicial committee within the Ministry of Interior to be responsible for 
detecting and investigating police men violations, and submit  reports on these violations 
to the Public Prosecution, and also receive complaints from citizens. 

5. The Journalists Syndicate in cooperation with CSOs should train journalists working in 
accidents’ section on how to detect and document  torture and cruelty crimes and follow 
these crimes until it reach courts.

6. Encourage forensic doctors request  to be independent from the Ministry of Justice and to 
be considered as a separate entity subject to judicial supervision technically and the 
supervision of the Central Auditing Agency (CAA) financially, and we hope that  the 
medical reports will be issued faster, also suggest  that  the public prosecutors should take 
medical reports issued by Doctors in government  hospitals into consideration after they 
swear as experts, this will facilitate the work of public prosecutors and reduces pressure 
on Forensic Medicine Department  regarding detection of simple assault  which does not 
require specialized expertise.

7. All Civil Society Organizations should work on changing the community culture towards 
the defendants and convicted citizens in criminal cases, and acknowledge that  they have 
rights and duties that should not be affected even if they committed crimes that require 
punishment, this should be done through seminars, discussions and use of technical 
means to raise awareness about this issue.
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Finally we demand prompt and transparent investigations of complaints and cases 
mentioned in this report and all complaints filed by the  Legal  Aid Unit to the  General 
Attorney, we also request from the Minister of Interior to reveal what was done  in  the 
submitted complaints against officers of the Ministry Interior.
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